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Introduction to New Zealand

In 1904 the Duke of Bedford gave the New Zealand Government six tahr
selected from his herd at Woburn. Donne (1924) records that the Duke
intended to send eight animals but two escaped just prior to shipment.
These six tahr, three of each sex (although in an appendix Donne states that
there were 2 males and 4 females) left England in April, 1904, and reached
Wellington by the end of May. During the voyage one male escaped and was
lost overboard but the remainder were in good condition when they arrived,

and after a quarantine period were liberated in the Mt. Cook area. In 1909
the Duke of Bedford presented New Zealand with a further eight tahr (six
male and two female) and these animals were also released near Mt. Cook.
Donne (1924) records that three more (adult male, female and a young
female) were released by the Government Tourist Department in the Lake
Rotorua district, but these did not become established, while in 1911
another three (one male and two female) were liberated at Waihou on the
West Coast. Thomson (1922) states that three tahr were liberated on the
Franz Josef Glacier in 1913 but these are probably the same animals which
Donne recorded as released at Waihou. In 1919, four tahr were obtained
from the Wellington Zoo and released on the Sealey Range where tahr were
already established.
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Introduction to New Zealand

The first enquiries about the possibility of the introduction of chamois were
made in 1888 by Sir Julius von Haast and G. M. Thomson. The following
year a sum of money was made available by the Government for the cost of
shipping chamois to New Zealand. However, no chamois were introduced at
this time, probably because of the difficulty in procuring animals (Thomson,
1922). In 1907, as the result of a chamois drive in Austria, eight chamois
were selected and transported to New Zealand. The eight consisted of two
males and six females (two of which were carrying young), all aged between
two and three years. After a period of quarantine the chamois were released
near the Hermitage. Mount Cook.

A later introduction was made in 1914 when three tame chamois were
shipped to New Zealand from Austria. One died on the voyage out and the
remaining two were liberated in the Mount Cook region.
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Forest Research Institute, Whakarewarewa, Rotorua, Neuseeland

Untersuchungen iiber Krankheiten der Gemse (Rupicapra
rupicapra L.) und des Thars (Hemitragus jemlaicus Smith) in den
Siidalpen von Neuseeland

Von M. J. Daniel und A. H. C. Christie

NO IMAGENES

Zeit des : erkrankte Diagnose der
> (- Gebiet Tierarten Schwere des Ausbruches Kgn Kkheit
Friihjahr/ Hooker Gemsen; Schwerer Ausbruch. Diagnostische Ab-
Sommer Valley ferner 1 Hase| Einige hundert Gemsen teilung Tier-
1936 und 1 Ka- | jeden Alters wurden tot | forschungsstation
' ninchen oder sterbend gefunden Wallaceville
Sommer Lake Heron | Gemsen Schwerer Verlauf. Etwa | Autoren (Augen-
1940 259, aller Altersstufen symptome)
waren auf einem oder
beiden Augen blind
Sommer Waitaha, Gemsen Schwerer Verlauf. Etwa Autoren (Augen-
1940 Westland 709, aller abgeschossenen | symptome)
Tiere waren véllig blind.
Gemsen jeden Alters
waren befallen
Sommer Upper Gemsen Schwerer Verlauf. Bei Autoren (Augen-
1947/48 Rangitata vielen geschossenen Tieren| symptome)
» fortgeschrittenes Stadium
der Krankheit, Mortali-
tat 509, im Gebiet
Sommer Shotover Wildziegen | Isolierter Ausbruch. Diagnostische Ab-
1960 River, Etwa 209, der geschosse- | teilung, Tier-
Siidland nen Tiere waren auf forschungsstation
einem oder beiden Augen | Wallaceville
blind
Sommer Copeland Gemsen Leichter Verlauf. Etwa Autoren
1961 River, 59, der geschossenen (Augen-
Westland Tiere waren auf einem symptome)
oder beiden Augen blind
Sommer Dunstan Thare Zwei Bocke, die etwa Autoren (Augen-
1961 Range, 70 km siidlich ihres nor- | symptome)
Siidland malen Standortes ge-

schossen wurden, hatten
getriibte Augen

Tabelle 1 Angaben iiber bekanntgewordene Kerato-Conjunctivitis-Ausbriiche bei Gemsen,
Tharen und Wildziegen in den Siidalpen von Neuseeland.
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PROJECT-

On February 16th 2022, 1 launched the Pink Eye
Project in New Zealand with my mentors Luca
Rossi and Paolo Tizzani. Barbara Moroni and Kaylyn
Pinney have most recently reinforced the core
research group

Overall the partners and supporters of the project are the Tahr
Foundation, the ity of Torino, ltaly, an i ional i
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EYE DISCHARGE ULCERATED EYE

STAGGERING CIRCLING NOT ESCAPING



We received N= 42 questionnaires, 28 of which (67%) provided high-quality
pictures. Thirty questionnaires referred to tahr (71%) and 12 (29%) to
chamois. A total of 43 tahr and 24 chamois, with clinical signs compatible
with IKC, were reported. Interestingly, cases were more prevalent in males
(64%), and in individuals older than 4 years (69% of the questionnaire).

ENDEMIC
(No major outbreaks in the last 20 years)






BY SEX

—

» Female =« Male » Mixed Unknown » Female = Male

BY AGE

= 1-3yearsold = 4 and more years = 1-3yearsold =4 and more years * Unknown

Younger than 1 year old
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CITIZEN SCIENCE

GRACIAS POR VUESTRA ATENCION



